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USING LEAST RESTRICTIVE PLACEMENTS IN 
THE CDW CUSTODY AND RELEASE PROCESS 
 



A CDW DETERMINES WHAT ALTERNATIVE PLACEMENTS 
ARE AVAILABLE DURING THE CUSTODY PROCESS. 



The Five Basic Placement Alternatives  
1.  Parent or  Custodial Guardian  
2.  Responsible Adult such as a Relative, Neighbor, or Friend 
of Family 
 3.  Emergency Shelter 
 4.  Children’s Crisis Stabilization Units 
 5.  An In-patient Assessment Required at a mental health 
facility   

  



EMERGENCY SHELTERS IN KENTUCKY  
 

• Gateway Shelter, Mt. Sterling 

• Homeward Bound, Covington 

• MASH Unit, Lexington 

• Methodist Home of Kentucky, 
Versailles 

• YMCA Safe Place, Louisville 

• Foothills Academy, Albany 

• St. Joseph’s Peace Mission, 
Owensboro 

• Mary Kendall Shelter, Owensboro 
 
  



Residential Child Crisis Stabilization  
Units in Kentucky 

•  Lifeskills, Bowling Green         

•  Communicare, Elizabethtown 

•  Seven Counties, Louisville 

•  KY River, Jackson 

 

•   Mountain, Prestonsburg 

•  Comprehend, Maysville 

•  Pathways, Morehead 

•  Cumberland River, Corbin 
 

https://dbhdid.ky.gov/dbh/documents/crisis-services.pdf 
 

https://dbhdid.ky.gov/dbh/documents/crisis-services.pdf
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COLLABORATION IS PAYING OFF 
Northern Kentucky 
Western Kentucky 
 
 



Can your agency open a door for an 
alternative to detention? 



Classification Branch 
 
Veronica Koontz, Branch Manager 
 
Jennifer Mayes, Corrections Program Administrator 



Court Process Non-Youthful Offender 

Complaint is filed with the CDW or an Arrest is made 

Petition is filed in District Court, Juvenile Division 

Arraignment or Detention Hearing 

Pre-Trial Conference  

Adjudication Hearing 

• Outcome (No Services through DJJ, Probated, Committed) 

Disposition Hearing  



Possible Court Outcomes 
1. No Services through DJJ or Alternative Services Ordered 

 DJJ is not ordered or expected to provide any services to the youth 

 Services are available in the community (community service, counseling, ATD program, etc.) 

 Parent or caregiver are willing and able to  provide adequate supervision 

 Community safety is not at issue because the youth’s current or prior behavior, other than 
the adjudicated offense, would not indicate a significant risk of harm to self or others. 

 

2. Probation 

 DJJ is ordered to provide services and supervision to the youth while the youth remains in the 
community. 

 Timeframes regarding probation will depend on SB200 classifications. 

 

3. Commitment 

 Youth can be committed to DJJ and 

1. Remain in the community (much like probation)  or 

2. Are referred for out of home placement (TFC, PCC, GH, YDC) 

* The timeframe a youth is committed to DJJ will depend on SB200 classifications. 



Classification 

The purpose of the DJJ Classification System is to provide an 
objective method by which to determine the treatment needs of 
juveniles and the level of supervision required to provide such 
treatment. 

For committed youth (PO or SO) a determination shall be made for 
the appropriateness for the youth’s out of home placement  

Initial recommendation is completed by the Juvenile Service Worker (“JSW”) 
with Juvenile Services District Supervisor (“JSDS”) approval 

Judge makes final determination of commitment 

Once a determination for out of home placement is made by 
Community DJJ staff; a referral packet for out-of-home placement 
shall be completed.  The JSW will utilize The Classification Manual 
when making placement recommendations. 



Classification Manual 
The Level of Placement Continuum:  

•Home with parent(s) or other approved 
relative/guardian on Conditions of Supervised 
Placement 

Level 0  
•Therapeutic Foster Care (TFC) Level I  
•Group Home (“GH”) and Private Child Care Providers 
(“PCC”) Level II  

•Staff Secure Youth Development Centers (“YDC”)  Level III  
•Physically Secure YDC   Level IV  
•Maximum Secure YDC (Adair)   Level V 
•Psychiatric Hospital admissions greater than thirty 
(30) days, and Psychiatric Residential Treatment 
Facility (“PRTF”)  

No Level 



Assessments 
 

 Prior to disposition on a public offense in juvenile court or sentencing in 
Circuit Court for a Youthful Offender (YO); the Juvenile Service Worker 
(JSW) shall complete the Risk and Criminogenic Needs Assessment 
(RCNA).  The RCNA score along with youth’s highest offense is used to 
determine the possible dispositions (See Dispositional Matrix) and 
placement (See Placement Matrix). 

 All SO youth are evaluated to assess their risk to continue offending 
behavior (this assessment is done by the Community Mental Health 
Clinicians).  

 Any youth meeting the following criteria have a case review using the 
CASII 

 First DJJ out of home placement 

 Any Axis I diagnosis other than ADHD 

 Is not a SO or a YO 

 This assessment is designed to identify the level of care the youth 
would respond best to due to mental health factors (this 
assessment is completed by Classification Branch staff) 



Dispositional Matrix 
   

 Offense Severity 
(Current Adjudicated Offense) 

  
Statute 

Risk Level 

Low Risk Moderate Risk High Risk 

  
Felony A , B or C 
  

KRS 635.060 Non-DJJ Services 
  
Probate to DJJ 
  
Suspended/probated 
commitment 
  
Commit to DJJ 

Probate to DJJ 
  
Suspended/probated commitment 
  
Commit to DJJ 

Probate to DJJ 
  
Suspended/probated 
commitment 
  
Commit to DJJ 

Felony D with:  
  
3 prior adjudications excluding 
violations  

or 
4 prior adjudications of violations 

KRS 635.060(4)(a)(1) Non-DJJ Services 
  
Probate to DJJ 
  

Non-DJJ Services 
  
Probate to DJJ 
  
Suspended/probated commitment 
  
Commit to DJJ 

Probate to DJJ 
  
Suspended/probated 
commitment 
  
Commit to DJJ 

Felony D 
(does not qualify for suspended 
commitment) 

KRS 635.060(4)(a)(1) Non-DJJ Services Non-DJJ Services 
  
Probate to DJJ 

Non-DJJ Services 
  
Probate to DJJ 

Misdemeanor A or B with: 
  
3 prior adjudications excluding 
violations  

or 
4 prior adjudications of violations 

KRS 635.060(4)(a)(1) Non-DJJ Services 
  
Probate to DJJ 
  

Non-DJJ Services 
  
Probate to DJJ 
  
Suspended/probated commitment 
  
Commit to DJJ 

Non-DJJ Services 
  
Probate to DJJ 
  
Suspended/probated 
commitment 
  
Commit to DJJ 

 Misdemeanor A or B 
(does not qualify for suspended 
commitment) 

KRS 635.060(4)(a)(1) Non-DJJ Services Non-DJJ Services 
  
Probate to DJJ 

Non-DJJ Services 
  
Probate to DJJ 

Probation Violation  with no 
suspended commitment 
  

KRS 635.060(2)(b)(2) Non-DJJ Services  Non-DJJ Services Non-DJJ Services 

Probation Violation with 
suspended commitment 

KRS 635.060(2)(b)(2) 
KRS 635.060(5)(a),(b) 

Continue Probation 
  
Commit to DJJ 

Commit to DJJ  Commit to DJJ 



*For any youth adjudicated as a juvenile sexual offender, the JSO Risk Assessment will be used in 
conjunction with the Risk and Criminogenic Needs assessment as part of the dispositional 
recommendation 
 

 
   

Offense Severity 

  
Statute 

Risk Level 
Low Risk Moderate Risk High Risk 

Offenses Involving  a Deadly Weapon 
  
Felony D 
  
  
  
  
Misdemeanor A or B 
  

KRS 635.060(4)(a)(2) Non-DJJ Services 
  
Probate to DJJ 

Non-DJJ Services 
  
Probate to DJJ 
  
Suspended/probated commitment 
  
Commit to DJJ 

Probate to DJJ 
  
Suspended/probated commitment 
  
Commit to DJJ 

KRS 635.060(4)(a)(1) Non-DJJ Services 
  
Probate to DJJ 
  

Non-DJJ Services 
  
Probate to DJJ 
  
Suspended/probated commitment 
  
Commit to DJJ 

Probate to DJJ 
  
Suspended/probated commitment 
  
Commit to DJJ 

  
Sexual Offenses 

  
Felony A, B, C   
 (Sexual Offense Recommendation of  Non 
Declared due to age, IQ or psychosis)* 

KRS 635.505(2) Non-DJJ Services 
  
Probate to DJJ 
  
Suspended/probated commitment 
  
Commit to DJJ 

Probate to DJJ 
  
Suspended/probated commitment 
  
Commit to DJJ 

Probate to DJJ 
  
Suspended/probated commitment 
  
Commit to DJJ 
  

Felony Sex Offense (Mandatory Declared 
JSO)* 
  

KRS 635.515 
  
  

Commit to DJJ Commit to DJJ Commit to DJJ 

Felony D 
( Sex Offense Recommendation of Non 
Declared)* 
3 prior adjudications excluding violations  

or 
4 prior adjudications of violations 

KRS 635.505(2)(g) 
KRS 635.510(2)(a),(b) 
  
  
  

Non-DJJ Services 
  
Probate to DJJ 

Non-DJJ Services 
  
Probate to DJJ 
  
Suspended/probated commitment 
  
Commit to DJJ 

Probate to DJJ 
  
Suspended/probated commitment 
  
Commit to DJJ 

Misdemeanor A or B 
 (Sexual Offense Recommendation of Non 
Declared)* 
3 prior adjudications excluding violations  

or 
4 prior adjudications of violations 

KRS 635.505(2)(g) 
KRS 635.510(2)(a),(b) 
  
  
  

Non-DJJ Services 
  
Probate to DJJ 
  

Non-DJJ Services 
  
Probate to DJJ 
  
Suspended/probated commitment 
  
Commit to DJJ 
  

Non-DJJ Services 
  
Probate to DJJ 
  
Suspended/probated commitment 
  
Commit to DJJ 

Misdemeanor A or B (Recommendation of 
Declared JSO) * 

KRS 635.505(2)(g) 
KRS 635.510(2)(a),(b) 
KRS 635.515(1) 

Commit to DJJ Commit to DJJ Commit to DJJ 

  

Youthful Offender  
 

  
KRS 640.030 

Risk and Criminogenic Needs to be submitted to the court in conjunction with the PSI. Sentencing to be 
determined by the court 



 
Placement of Youth (Process)  

 

 Referral packet is reviewed 
 All electronic records including assessment/screening 

information and legal history is reviewed by Classification 
Branch staff 

 If necessary a CASII Assessment is completed  
 Placement decisions are made based on the reviewed 

materials in accordance with The Classification Manual and the 
Placement Matrix. 

 Placement decisions shall be made with respect to treatment 
needs of the youth, community safety, and consideration of 
the least restrictive available placement which is closest to the 
youth’s place of residence. 
 

 



Initial Placement Matrix  
(Excluding Declared Sexual Offenders) 

 
Committing Offense 

 
Risk Level  

Low Moderate High 

Misdemeanor A or B 
Total out of home placement to not 
exceed 4 months  

Level 0  
Level 1 

Level 0  
Level 1 
Level 2 

Level 2 
Level 3 

Misdemeanor A or B with Offenses 
Involving a Deadly Weapon 

Level 0  
Level 1 
Level 2 

Level 2 
Level 3 

Level 2 
Level 3 

Felony D 
Total out of home placement to not 
exceed 8 months  

Level 0  
Level 1 
Level 2 

Level 2 
Level 3 

Level 2 
Level 3 

Felony D with Offenses Involving a deadly 
weapon 

Level 0  
Level 1 
Level 2 

Level 2 
Level 3  

Level 2 
Level 3 
Level 4 

 
Felony C 

Level 0  
Level 1 
Level 2 

 
Level 2 
Level 3  

 
Level 3 
Level 4 
Level 5 

Felony A or B Level 2 
Level 3 

Level 3 
Level 4 

Level 3 
Level 4 
Level 5 

Committed on a suspended commitment 
(Probation Violation) 

Refer to the highest underlying 
adjudicated offense 

Refer to the highest underlying 
adjudicated offense 

Refer to the highest underlying 
adjudicated offense 

YO Any Offense Level 3 Level 3 
Level 4 

Level 4 
Level 5 



Initial Placement Matrix for Declared Sexual Offenders 
Declared  and DJJ Risk 
Assessment 

JSO Assessment 
Low/Low-Moderate 
Risk 

JSO Assessment 
Moderate/Moderate-
High Risk 

JSO Assessment 
High Risk 

Declared/Low Risk Level 0  
Level 1 

Level 0  
Level 1 
Level 2 
Level 3 

Level 2 
Level 3 

Declared/Moderate 
Risk 

Level 0  
Level 1 

Level 0  
Level 1 
Level 2 
Level 3 

Level 2 
Level 3 
Level 4 

Declared/High Risk Level 0  
Level 1 
Level 2 

Level 1 
Level 2 
Level 3 

Level 3 
Level 4 
Level 5 

Sex Offender YO  
Any Risk Level 

Level 3 Level 3 
Level 4 

Level 3 
Level 4 
Level 5 



ATR Process 
 

 The Administrative Transfer Request Process (ATR) is used in 
situations when requesting a change in placement other than home 
(i.e. youth being moved from one placement to another) 

 The requested move may be  

 A level(s) up 

 A level down  

 A level that is the same or lateral to the level they are at 
currently  

 An emergency due to behavioral or psychological/mental needs 

 ATR-Timeframe Extension (only specific reasons a request is made 
for a timeframe extension.  Any timeframe extension must be 
approved by the ATR Committee)  
 



Revocation Process 

 

 Youth who are committed to DJJ and residing in the community (either 
initially or post placement) are placed on Conditions of Supervised 
Placement in which they are supervised by DJJ community staff (JSW), 
much like youth on probation. 

 

 A youth goes through the Revocation process, when the youth 
violates his/her terms of Conditions of Supervised Placement and is 
considered a safety risk to self or others.  If the youth is found to 
have violated the terms of his/her Conditions of Supervised 
Placement and out of home placement is warranted; then the youth 
is referred to Classification for out of home placement.   

 



Court Process Youthful Offenders 
An Arrest is made 

Petition is filed in District Court, Juvenile Division 

Detention Hearing 

Motion is made to waive the case to Circuit Court 

If youth and charge meets criteria case is waived to Circuit Court and youth will be tried 
as a Youthful Offender 

Pre-trial Hearing 

Trial (Acquitted or Finding of Guilt) 

Outcome if found guilty youth  will be sentenced as a YO  to either Probation or 
Confinement 



Youthful Offenders 
 

 A Probated Youthful Offender is monitored in the community under 
conditions until the youth reaches the age of 18 at which time the youth’s 
supervision will be assumed by the Department of Corrections- (DOC) 
unless the sentenced timeframe of probation has been met. 

 
 Sentenced Youthful Offenders - If the youth is under 18 at the end of 

the trial process and ordered to be confined, then the youth will be placed 
in DJJ facility until final sentencing.  A referral for out of home placement 
will be made by the JSW using the criteria outlined in The Classification 
Manual.  

 When the youth turns 18, the youth will return to Circuit Court for Final 
Sentencing at which time the Circuit Judge can order  
 The return of the youth to DJJ for 5 months 

 The release the youth to DOC on probation 

 The remand of the youth at age 18 to DOC for confinement in prison 

 If the youth is over 18 at the end of the trial process the youth will be 
remanded into the custody of DOC for confinement in prison 
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Felony A

Felony B

Felony C

Felony D

Misdemeanor A

Misdemeanor B

Probation
Violation
Violation

    six months six months six months six months six months six months six months 
Offense Class 07-01-13/12-31-13 01-01-14/06-30-14 07-01-14/12-31-14 01-01-15/06-30-15 07-01-15/12-31-15 01-01-16/06-30-16 07-01-16/12-31-16 

Felony A 6 5 8 4 7 5 5 
Felony B 13 27 26 25 18 18 13 
Felony C 34 38 24 20 22 32 18 

Felony D 57 53 49 58 53 67 28 

Misdemeanor A 58 42 48 40 22 24 11 

Misdemeanor B 15 12 11 12 10 6 1 

Probation Violation 39 43 24 32 2 4 0 

Violation 6 3 4 3 0 0 1 
Totals 228 223 194 194 134 156 77 

Statistics on Initial Commitments with the Department of Juvenile Justice from July 2013 to October 4, 2016 



Offense Class 07-01-13/06-30-14 07-01-14/06-30-15 07-01-15/06-30-16 07-01-16/06-30-17 

Felony A 11 12 12 5 
Felony B 40 51 36 13 
Felony C 72 44 54 18 
Felony D 110 107 120 28 

Misdemeanor A 100 88 46 11 

Misdemeanor B 27 23 16 1 

Probation Violation 82 56 6 0 

Violation 9 7 0 1 
Totals 451 388 290 77 
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Statistics on Initial Commitments with the Department of Juvenile Justice from July 2013 to October 4, 2016 



Contact Information 
 

 

 

 

DJJ’s Classification Branch is located at  
1025 Capital Center Drive, 3rd floor 

Frankfort, KY 40601 
 

The main office number to Central office is 
(502) 573-2738 

 

 



 
 

Department of Juvenile Justice 
Detention Alternatives Branch 

Detention Alternatives Coordinators 
(DAC) 

Margo Figg, Branch Manager, Detention Alternatives 



What is a Detention Alternative 
Coordinator? 

• A Detention Alternatives Coordinator, or DAC, is a DJJ 
worker that is assigned to the Detention Catchment 
Area to provide least restrictive placements for youth 
in secure detention. 

• The DAC has an array of less restrictive placements that 
lower level offenders can be referred to when 
appropriate 

• The DAC helps to monitor the population in the 
detention centers, especially of the status offenders, 
and help to keep Kentucky in compliance with the 
OJJDP regulations. 

•  There are 11 DACs, all but 1 are in Detention Centers 



Alternatives to Detention Defined  
• KRS 15A.305(2) - Gives the statutory authority for 

development and operation of a statewide Alternatives 
to Detention Program. 

• Alternatives to Detention, or ATD as they are 
commonly referred, are Short-term, less restrictive 
placements in which youth who meet the criteria are 
placed after referral and assessment. 

• These placements, while outside secure detention, are 
still considered to be in what is termed the “Detention 
Continuum.”  

• Youth in the “Detention Continuum” can be moved out 
of detention and around different placements without 
returning to court. 



Goals of the ATD Program  
• Keep low-level public and status offenders out of 

secure detention. 
 

• Keep the youth and the community safe 
 

• Ensure that the youth does not get new charges 
while pending court appearance 
 

• Ensure that the youth returns to the next court 
appearance 



Types of ATD 
Placements 

• Electronic Monitoring (EMT)-
youth is released to a 
parent/guardian and ordered 
on House Arrest.  An Ankle 
Bracelet is placed on the 
youth to monitor the youth 
electronically. 

• Foster Care-Youth is released 
to a foster care agency 

• Private Child Care(PCC)-youth 
is released to a group-home-
type placement.  Usually 
transported by DJJ staff 

• Electronic 
Monitoring 

 
 
 

• Foster Care 

 
 

• Private Child Care 
 



Other Detention Alternatives 
• Mentoring 
• Evening Reporting Centers 
• Community Service Work Projects 
• In-Home Therapy/Family Preservation 

 

 



How does detention know the youth is 
referred to the program? 

• The Court will write on 
the docket that an ATD is 
requested 

• Youth’s attorney or 
parent may call the 
detention center 

• DAC screens youth upon 
return from detention 
and notifies the court. 

• Youth is referred while 
the DAC is in court 

Not every youth referred by the court is eligible-
the DAC will make the final decision and notify 
the court. This is based on a screening tool and 
aggravating/mitigating factors. Every effort is 
made to work with the youth that are referred. 
KRS 610.265 (2), Authority to place youth in ATD pre disposition 
 

 



Frequently Asked Questions  
• Who is the youth’s worker while in the Program? 
 The DAC is the youth’s worker and the liaison  
           between the court and the placement. 

• How long is the placement? 
       These are short-term programs- usually no more than 30 
days.  Treatment is not always provided. 

• Who is responsible for payment of ATD’s? 

 A grant pays for Electronic Monitoring. Out of Home 
placements are paid through DJJ General funds for Public 
offenses.  Out of Home placements for Status offenders are billed 
to the county, as are secure detention placements. 



More Frequently Asked Questions 
• Who can authorize the youth’s release from 

detention to the ATD program? 
            The DAC. All eligible juveniles are screened in detention  
                               or at the request of the court  
• Can the youth return to detention without a court 

order if not successful in the ATD program? 
             YES!  The youth is still technically in detention  
•  Is a hospital placement and Alternative to 

Detention? 
    NO.  This is paid through insurance, but the DAC can  
  assist with referrals.                        

 



Process in a Nutshell 
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Data For Alternatives to Detention 
July 1, 2015-June 30, 2016 
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Who are the DACs? 
• Adair Detention-Gavon Antle 
• Breathitt Detention-Wayne Woolum 
• Boyd Detention-Jo Vockery 
• Campbell Detention-Tina McMillian 
• Fayette Detention-Wade Carpenter 
                   Carrie Smith 
• Lincoln Village Detention-Anna Warner 
• McCracken Detention- Cassie Hall 
• Warren Detention-Kim Grainger, Angela Dunagan 
• Community-Jennifer Norris 

 
 

 
 

 





Contact Information 

Margo Figg 
Branch Manager, Detention Alternatives 

502-292-9566 
MargoL.Figg@ky.gov 

 

      Veronica Koontz 
       Acting Director of Placement Services 

mailto:MargoL.Figg@ky.gov




YOUTH SUICIDE PREVENTION 

 
• Hatim A Omar, MD 
• Professor of Pediatrics & Obstetrics/Gynecology 
• Chief, Adolescent Medicine 
• University of Kentucky, Email: haomar2@uky.edu 

 
 
 

mailto:haomar2@uky.edu


Why Adolescents Struggle 

• Physical Changes 
• Sexual Changes 
• Social Changes 
• Religious Changes 
• Moral Changes (they are now responsible to 

replace forced childhood rules with their own 
moral principles) 

• Brain Development (age:24), Decision making 



• Adolescence is a 
period of profound 
brain maturation 
 

• It was thought that 
brain development 
was complete by 
adolescence 
 

• It is now known 
maturation is not 
complete until about 
age 24!!! 





USA: MORTALITY CAUSES 
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Activities 
School and community  

activities that develop a sense  
of connection/belonging.  

Contributions 
The opportunities 

to contribute  
to family, 

neighborhood, 
community, youth 

involvement. 
 
 
 
 

People 
An adult who cares, who is 

connected; a network of  
adults who are involved 

 in the life of the adolescent. 

Place 
A safe place for youth 

to congregate, to recreate  
with adult supervision, 
to develop friendships  

PCAP Model 



Suicide and Depression: By the Numbers 
 • In 2013: 41,149 people died by suicide in the 

United States.  
 That’s ONE SUICIDE EVERY 13 minutes.(CDC) 
• In addition to youth and young adults, other HIGH 

RISK GROUPS for suicide include military 
personnel, rural populations, LGBTQ and American 
Indian or Alaskan Natives  and Youth with Chronic 
Illness. (CDC) 

• 30% of college students reported feeling depressed 
in 2013 

• It is estimated that depression costs the United 
States $80 billion in medical costs and loss of work. 
(CDC) 
 



DID YOU KNOW…… 
 

More teenagers and young adults die 
from suicide 

 

combined 

than from cancer, heart disease, 
AIDS, birth defects, stroke, 

pneumonia and influenza, and 
chronic lung disease 



 

Girls are turning to more lethal means.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If this continues, the 
number of completed 
suicides will rise at an 

even higher pace. 



How imminent? Odds of suicide? 

• Provider must make clinical decision if risk is 
imminent (within 48 hours), or short term 

• Issue of risk resolution; odds ratios: 
– Discharge from psych unit past week: 280x 
– Discharge from psych unit past year: 35-50x 
– Prior attempt: 22x 
– Firearm available: 5x 
– Substance abuse: 7x 
– Greatest risk after discharge: mood disorder, brief stay, 

limited resources 
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Suicide Attempt Hospitalizations                                             
Kentucky residents, 10-24 years of age  

ages
19-24

ages
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ages
10-24

  Number 
Total 

charges 
billed 

Number 
Total 

charges 
billed 

Number 
Total 

charges 
billed 

2000 232 $956,687  346 $2,130,434  578 
$3,087,121  

2001 250 $1,264,492  412 $2,867,732  662 $4,132,225  

2002 251 $1,305,017  456 $3,650,112  707 $4,955,129  

2003 296 $1,947,131  444 $3,094,733  740 $5,041,864  

2004 271 $2,108,985  465 $4,337,518  736 $6,446,504  

2005 263 $2,534,161  410 $3,149,840  673 $5,684,002  

2006 260 $3,296,320  439 $3,457,118  699 $6,753,438  

2007 264 $2,898,073  450 $4,372,767  714 $7,270,840  

2008 246 $2,694,020  479 $4,329,706  725 $7,023,726  

2009 267 $3,445,594  429 $5,017,156  696 $8,462,750  

2010 267 $4,062,227  401 $4,071,192  668 $8,133,419  

2011 274 $4,053,776  446 $5,984,031  720 $10,037,807  

2012 288 $3,462,299  452 $7,103,420  740 $10,565,719  

2013 360 $5,201,810  426 $6,470,150  786 $11,671,961  



Prevention 

• Cheaper 
• More effective 
• Relies on empowering youth (Positive Youth 

Development) 
• Build up youth to solve their own problems 

and give them support system 



Stop Youth Suicide Campaign: 
 

•  Lincoln County Example 
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Prevalence of risk behaviors among Kentucky high school 
students, 2011-2013, and U.S high school students, 2013 
 
 

YRBS (selected questions)           Ky2013  U.S. 2013 
   

 Seriously considered attempting suicide 15 19.2 
Made a plan about how they would attempt 
suicide 12.6 14.3 
Attempted suicide 7.7 9.2 
Attempted suicide that resulted in an injury, 
poisoning, or overdose that had to be 
treated by a doctor or nurse 

2.9 3.2 





KET Documentary: 
What does every teen need? 

 
http://www.ket.org/health/what-does-every-
teen-need/ 
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• Teens have a lot to 
offer! 

• They are resources to 
be developed not a 
problem to be solved 
 • FDR: 32nd president 

 
• “We cannot build 

the future for our 
youth, but we can 
build our youth for 
the future” 
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